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760 What God Ordains Is Always Good  LSB 760 
1 What God ordains is always good:  

    His will is just and holy. 
As He directs my life for me, 
    I follow meek and lowly. 
        My God indeed 
        In ev’ry need  
Knows well how He will shield me; 
To Him, then, I will yield me. 

2 What God ordains is always good:  
    He never will deceive me; 
He leads me in His righteous way, 
    And never will He leave me. 
        I take content 
        What He has sent; 
His hand that sends me sadness 
Will turn my tears to gladness. 

3 What God ordains is always good:  
    His loving thought attends me;  
No poison can be in the cup  
    That my physician sends me. 
        My God is true; 
        Each morning new  
I trust His grace unending, 
My life to Him commending. 

4 What God ordains is always good:  
    He is my friend and Father; 
He suffers naught to do me harm 
    Though many storms may gather. 
        Now I may know 
        Both joy and woe; 
Someday I shall see clearly 
That He has loved me dearly. 



5 What God ordains is always good:  
    Though I the cup am drinking 
Which savors now of bitterness, 
    I take it without shrinking. 
        For after grief 
        God gives relief, 
My heart with comfort filling 
And all my sorrow stilling. 

6 What God ordains is always good:  
    This truth remains unshaken. 
Though sorrow, need, or death be mine, 
    I shall not be forsaken. 
        I fear no harm,  
        For with His arm 
He shall embrace and shield me; 
So to my God I yield me. 
Public domain 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 

prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 



unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner. 

Kneel/Stand 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Stand 

Service of the Word 

Psalm  Psalm 103:1–12 (antiphon: v. 13) 
1Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, 
bless his holy name! 

2Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, 
3who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, 
4who redeems your life from the pit 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 

5who satisfies you with good 
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

6The LORD works righteousness 
and justice for all who are oppressed. 



7He made known his ways to Moses, 
his acts to the people of Israel. 

8The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

9He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. 
10He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

11For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

12as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be 
Amen 

Kyrie  LSB 204 
C Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Gloria in Excelsis  LSB 204 
C To God on high be glory 

And peace to all the earth; 
Goodwill from God in heaven 
Proclaimed at Jesus' birth! 
We praise and bless You, Father; 
Your holy name we sing— 
Our thanks for Your great glory, 
Lord God, our heav'nly King. 
  
To You, O sole-begotten, 
The Father's Son, we pray; 
O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
You take our sins away. 
Have mercy on us, Jesus; 



Receive our heartfelt cry, 
Where You in pow'r are seated 
At God's right hand on high— 
  
For You alone are holy, 
You only are the Lord. 
Forever and forever, 
Be worshiped and adored; 
You with the Holy Spirit 
Alone are Lord Most High, 
In God the Father's glory. 
"Amen!" our glad reply. 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear 
the devout prayers of Your Church, especially in times of 
persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading  Genesis 50:15–21 
15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they 

said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the 
evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent a message to Joseph, 
saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, 17‘Say to 
Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their 
sin, because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the 
transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph 
wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and fell 



down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19But 
Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 
20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, 
to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are 
today. 21So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” 
Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Ps. 34:9, 19, alt. 
Fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing! 
Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers him 
out of them all. 

Epistle  Romans 14:1–12 
1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to 

quarrel over opinions. 2One person believes he may eat anything, 
while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3Let not the one who 
eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who 
abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has 
welcomed him. 4Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of 
another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he 
will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 

5One person esteems one day as better than another, while 
another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced 
in his own mind. 6The one who observes the day, observes it in 
honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, 
since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains 
in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives 
to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8If we live, we live to the 
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or 
whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and 
lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the 
living. 



10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you 
despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment 
seat of God; 11for it is written, 
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
and every tongue shall confess to God.” 

12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Verse (Propers) Matt. 6:14 
Alleluia. If you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you. Alleluia. 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Holy Gospel  Matthew 18:21–35 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth 

chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

21 Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my 
brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven 
times?”  
22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy 
times seven. 

23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 
who wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24When he began 
to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand 
talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be 
sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to 
be made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity 



for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him 
the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he found one of 
his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing 
him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his 
fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put him in 
prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw 
what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went 
and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32Then his 
master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I 
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And 
should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had 
mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his master delivered him to the 
jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So also my heavenly 
Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 
brother from your heart.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Apostles' Creed  LSB 207 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 



     the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Sit 

569 In Adam We Have All Been One  LSB 569 
1 In Adam we have all been one, 

    One huge rebellious man; 
We all have fled that evening voice 
    That sought us as we ran. 

2 We fled Thee, and in losing Thee 
    We lost our brother too;  
Each singly sought and claimed his own;  
    Each man his brother slew. 

3 But Thy strong love, it sought us still  
    And sent Thine only Son 
That we might hear His Shepherd’s voice 
    And, hearing Him, be one. 

4 O Thou who, when we loved Thee not, 
    Didst love and save us all, 
Thou great Good Shepherd of mankind, 
    O hear us when we call. 

5 Send us Thy Spirit, teach us truth;  
    Thou Son, O set us free 
From fancied wisdom, self-sought ways, 
    To make us one in Thee. 

6 Then shall our song united rise 
    To Thine eternal throne, 
Where with the Father evermore 
    And Spirit Thou art one. 
© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012397. 



Sermon—Matthew 18:21-35 
Theme: From your heart 
I. A heart who has yet to see the truth of life in this world 
II. The heart of Life in the Church 
III. Gifted with a new heart, rooted in grace and truth 

Stand 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 

Stand 

Preface  LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so 
freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks 
for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our 
sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. 
Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and 
will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus  LSB 208 



C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
Heav'n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your 
name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You 

have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
  
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and 
Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and 
all their children from the tree of life.  Yet, in Your great mercy, 
You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who 
trust in Him. 
  
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us 
through Jesus Christ.  Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His 
body and blood. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 209 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 



For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini  LSB 209 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

Agnus Dei  LSB 210 
C O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

You take the sin of the world away; 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
You take the sin of the world away; 
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Sit 

Distribution 

606 I Lay My Sins on Jesus  LSB 606 



1 I lay my sins on Jesus, 
    The spotless Lamb of God;  
He bears them all and frees us 
    From the accursèd load. 
I bring my guilt to Jesus  
    To wash my crimson stains 
Clean in His blood most precious  
    Till not a spot remains. 

2 I lay my wants on Jesus;  
    All fullness dwells in Him; 
He heals all my diseases; 
    My soul He does redeem. 
I lay my griefs on Jesus, 
    My burdens and my cares; 
He from them all releases; 
    He all my sorrows shares. 

3 I rest my soul on Jesus, 
    This weary soul of mine; 
His right hand me embraces; 
    I on His breast recline. 
I love the name of Jesus, 
    Immanuel, Christ, the Lord; 
Like fragrance on the breezes  
    His name abroad is poured. 
Public domain 

609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive  LSB 609 
1 Jesus sinners doth receive;  

    Oh, may all this saying ponder 
Who in sin’s delusions live 
    And from God and heaven wander! 
Here is hope for all who grieve: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

2 We deserve but grief and shame, 
    Yet His words, rich grace revealing, 



Pardon, peace, and life proclaim;  
    Here our ills have perfect healing. 
Firmly in these words believe:  
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

3 Sheep that from the fold did stray 
    No true shepherd e’er forsaketh; 
Weary souls that lost their way 
    Christ, the Shepherd, gently taketh 
In His arms that they may live: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

4 I, a sinner, come to Thee 
    With a penitent confession. 
Savior, mercy show to me; 
    Grant for all my sins remission. 
Let these words my soul relieve:  
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

5 Oh, how blest it is to know:  
    Were as scarlet my transgression, 
It shall be as white as snow  
    By Thy blood and bitter passion;  
For these words I now believe:  
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

6 Now my conscience is at peace;  
    From the Law I stand acquitted. 
Christ hath purchased my release 
    And my ev’ry sin remitted. 
Naught remains my soul to grieve:  
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

7 Jesus sinners doth receive;  
    Also I have been forgiven; 
And when I this earth must leave, 
    I shall find an open heaven. 



Dying, still to Him I cleave:  
Jesus sinners doth receive. 
Public domain 

849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness  LSB 849 
1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness 

    With a liberating light;  
Praise the One who frees the pris’ners, 
    Turning blindness into sight. 
Praise the One who preached the Gospel, 
    Healing ev’ry dread disease, 
Calming storms, and feeding thousands  
    With the very Bread of peace. 

2 Praise the One who blessed the children 
    With a strong, yet gentle, word; 
Praise the One who drove out demons  
    With the piercing, two-edged sword. 
Praise the One who brings cool water 
    To the desert’s burning sand;  
From this Well comes living water, 
    Quenching thirst in ev’ry land. 

3 Let us praise the Word Incarnate, 
    Christ, who suffered in our place. 
Jesus died and rose victorious  
    That we may know God by grace. 
Let us sing for joy and gladness, 
    Seeing what our God has done;  
Let us praise the true Redeemer, 
    Praise the One who makes us one. 
© 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012397. 

617 O Lord, We Praise Thee  LSB 617 
1 O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee, 

In thanksgiving bow before Thee. 
Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish  
Our weak souls that they may flourish: 



    O Lord, have mercy! 
May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary, 
That our sins and sorrows did carry, 
And Thy blood for us plead  
In all trial, fear, and need: 
    O Lord, have mercy! 

2 Thy holy body into death was given,  
Life to win for us in heaven. 
No greater love than this to Thee could bind us;  
May this feast thereof remind us! 
    O Lord, have mercy! 
Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee 
That Thy blood should bless and sustain me.  
All our debt Thou hast paid;  
Peace with God once more is made: 
    O Lord, have mercy! 

3 May God bestow on us His grace and favor 
That we follow Christ our Savior 
And live together here in love and union 
Nor despise this blest Communion! 
    O Lord, have mercy! 
Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us;  
Grant that heav’nly-minded He make us; 
Give Thy Church, Lord, to see 
Days of peace and unity: 
    O Lord, have mercy! 
© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012397. 

Stand 

Nunc Dimittis  LSB 211 
C O Lord, now let Your servant  

Depart in heav'nly peace, 
For I have seen the glory 
Of Your redeeming grace: 
A light to lead the Gentiles 



Unto Your holy hill, 
The glory of Your people, 
Your chosen Israel. 
  
All glory to the Father, 
All glory to the Son, 
All glory to the Spirit, 
Forever Three in One; 
For as in the beginning, 
Is now, shall ever be, 
God's triune name resounding 
Through all eternity. 

Post-Communion Collect  
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

719 I Leave All Things to God's Direction  LSB 719 
1 I leave all things to God’s direction;  

    He loves me both in joy and woe. 
His will is good, sure His affection; 



    His tender love is true, I know. 
My fortress and my rock is He: 
What pleases God, that pleases me. 

2 God knows what must be done to save me;  
    His love for me will never cease. 
Upon His hands He did engrave me 
    With purest gold of loving grace. 
His will supreme must ever be: 
What pleases God, that pleases me. 

3 My God desires the soul’s salvation;  
    My soul He, too, desires to save. 
Therefore with Christian resignation 
    All earthly troubles I will brave. 
His will be done eternally:  
What pleases God, that pleases me. 

4 My God has all things in His keeping;  
    He is the ever faithful friend. 
He gives me laughter after weeping, 
    And all His ways in blessings end. 
His love endures eternally:  
What pleases God, that pleases me. 
Public domain 

Wednesday Bible Class will be meeting in person on Wednesday, September 
9th at 10 AM.  All are welcome! This week we will continue the study on 2 
Samuel 3-4 and 1 Chronicles 10-11.  If you would like to join on Zoom, please 
let the pastor know and he will send you an invite. 
LYF will be meeting on Wednesday, September 16th at 7 PM for Bible Study. 
We will be studying Genesis 25-26 
Sunday Morning Bible class will continue this Sunday at 8:30 AM, with the 
study of Law and Gospel. If you would like to Zoom, please let the pastor know.  
Ladies Aid will be meeting on Monday, September 14 at 7 PM.  
Baby Bottles are to be turned to so that they can be shared with the Family 
Life Center.  
LWML Fall Rally will be taking place at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 726 W. 
Fillmore St. Vandalia, Illinois, on Tuesday, September 22nd. Registration will be 
from 4:30-5 PM in the parish hall, 5 PM Dinner.  The Rally Theme will be 
“Working Together” with special speaker Kimberly Chapman, St Louis Seminary 



Food Bank Coordinator. $5 per person for the meal. There will be an ingathering, 
please check the bulletin board for a list of items. Also, for information on the 
National Convention in Lexington, KY June 2021.  
Prayers-For Jennifer Wendling, who is hospitalized; for Stephen Heimgartner 
who is undergoing testing; For Blake Mathias, who has been ill; For Zoe Hoehler, 
daughter of Rev David and Emma Hoehler who has been hospitalized and 
undergone surgery yesterday; For the family of Karen Vollmer, daughter of 
Shirley Wachtel, who was called to her eternal rest; For Courtney Weber, who is 
recovering from surgery; For Emma Speers; For those who have suffered 
through the weather associated with Hurricane Laura; For our schools, teachers, 
students, and parents; for our leaders. 

In preparation for Proper 19 – September 13, 2020  
When people meet with reverses, they often ask WHY? This is one of the most 
common questions put to God by human beings, even those who rarely think 
about God otherwise.  
In the Old Testament, Joseph’s jealous brothers sold him into slavery in Egypt. 
Making things worse, he was falsely accused of a crime. Joseph languished in 
prison for over two years. Many times, he could have asked God WHY.  
Still, the Lord was with Joseph. At length, He brought about a stunning turn of 
events. Miraculously, the Pharaoh made Joseph his second-in-command over all 
Egypt.  
When a famine struck that whole part of the world, Joseph’s brothers came to 
Egypt seeking food. Little did they know that the grain administrator was really 
their long-lost brother! Joseph led his brothers to see their wrong. He identified 
himself to them, then brought them and their father Jacob to live as honored 
guests in Egypt.  
After Jacob died, though, Joseph’s brothers grew fearful. Would Joseph now take 
revenge on them? In words to be read in our church service on Sunday, Joseph 
reassuringly told them: “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant 
it for good” (Genesis 50:20).  
Notice that Joseph did not attempt to talk about WHY, not even WHY they did 
evil. Instead, referring to God sparing many lives, Joseph spoke in terms of 
WHAT FOR. 
How does WHY differ from WHAT FOR? WHY searches for a cause, which may 
always elude us. WHAT FOR acknowledges that Someone is in charge, working 
His purposes. Joseph was confident that his faithful God had been with him. 
Jesus Christ is “Immanuel,” God with us. He loves you. He died for you and rose 
again. Come what may, in Him there is a gracious and forgiving WHAT FOR. 
Trust Him. 
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