St Paul Ev. Lutheran Church-Blue Point
Lenten Midweek Service March 18, 2020
Welcome to St Paul Ev. Lutheran Church!!
Prayer before the Service-O God, whose glory it is always to have
mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways and
bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and
hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word, through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen

Opening Hymn …………………………..…………….…454
Order of Service-Vespers………..……………..………pg 229
Psalm 95 (responsively whole verse by whole verse)
Old Testament Lesson-Exodus 17:1-7

Then all the congregation of the children of Israel set out on their
journey from the Wilderness of Sin, according to the commandment of
the LORD, and camped in Rephidim; but there was no water for the
people to drink. Therefore the people contended with Moses, and said,
“Give us water, that we may drink.” So Moses said to them, “Why do
you contend with me? Why do you tempt the LORD?”
And the people thirsted there for water, and the people
complained against Moses, and said, “Why is it you have brought us up
out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?”
So Moses cried out to the LORD, saying, “What shall I do with
this people? They are almost ready to stone me!”
And the LORD said to Moses, “Go on before the people, and
take with you some of the elders of Israel. Also take in your hand your
rod with which you struck the river, and go. Behold, I will stand before
you there on the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water
will come out of it, that the people may drink.” And Moses did so in the
sight of the elders of Israel. So he called the name of the place Massah
and Meribah, because of the contention of the children of Israel, and
because they tempted the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or
not?”

Epistle Lesson-Romans 5:1-8

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access
by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the

1

glory of God. And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations,
knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance,
character; and character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint, because
the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who
was given to us.
For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died
for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet
perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. But God
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.

Gospel Lesson-John 4:5-30, 39-42
So He came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar, near the
plot of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Now Jacob’s well was
there. Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, sat thus by the
well. It was about the sixth hour.
A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her,
“Give Me a drink.” For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy
food.
Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, “How is it that You,
being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” For Jews have
no dealings with Samaritans.
Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and
who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked
Him, and He would have given you living water.”
The woman said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw with,
and the well is deep. Where then do You get that living water? Are You
greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it
himself, as well as his sons and his livestock?”
Jesus answered and said to her, “Whoever drinks of this water
will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him
will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a
fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.”
The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not
thirst, nor come here to draw.”
Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.”
The woman answered and said, “I have no husband.” Jesus said
to her, “You have well said, ‘I have no husband,’ for you have had five
husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; in that
you spoke truly.”
The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet.
Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in
Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship.”
Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when
you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father.
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You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for
salvation is of the Jews. But the hour is coming, and now is, when the
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father
is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship
Him must worship in spirit and truth.”
The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who
is called Christ). “When He comes, He will tell us all things.”
Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He.”
And at this point His disciples came, and they marveled that He
talked with a woman; yet no one said, “What do You seek?” or, “Why are
You talking with her?”
The woman then left her waterpot, went her way into the city,
and said to the men, “Come, see a Man who told me all things that I ever
did. Could this be the Christ?” Then they went out of the city and came
to Him…
And many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because
of the word of the woman who testified, “He told me all that I ever did.”
So when the Samaritans had come to Him, they urged Him to stay with
them; and He stayed there two days. And many more believed because of
His own word.
Then they said to the woman, “Now we believe, not because of
what you said, for we ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is
indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.”

Hymn…………………..………………………….…….….661
Sermon
Text: Romans 5
Theme: The journey to the Cross leads through trials
and tribulations
I. Peace with God, established by Christ, does not
establish peace with the world, the devil or even
our own flesh
II. Enables us to walk through a host of difficulties as
we make to the cross and finally home
III. Where God demonstrates His Love toward us

Canticle……..………………………………………………422
Prayers
Benediction
Closing Hymn…………………………………..………..…451

Lenten and Easter Services/Schedule will be discussed by the elders
this evening after service. We will make this information available to you on the
church Facebook page, in your mailboxes, perhaps also a mailing to your house,
etc. There is much more that can be said, given that Christians have endured,
plagues, persecutions etc. For this time, we fix our eyes on Christ, and follow

3

His voice, as He leads us through trials, troubles, and yes, even through the
valley of the shadow of death. He is with us! A blessed Lent!
ALIS Auction will has been postponed until May 8th.
Ladies Aid has placed flower order forms in your mailbox. They
have to be returned to the Ladies Aid mailbox, with a check made out to the
Ladies Aid, by March 22.
Immanuel LYF are selling pork loins and ribs ($25 each) now until
March 31st. Pick up will be Saturday afternoon before Easter, April 11th, in
back parking lot behind Immanuel. Contact Amy Shepard 618-267-9882 or
Mindie McManaway 217-343-4081 for info. or to order.
Saturday, March 21, 2020, members of Immanuel will be hosting a
fundraiser on the Triangle in Altamont. Porkburgers, chips & drinks will be
available and the Ladies Aid of Immanuel will feature homemade pies and other
baked goods available for purchase. Serving will be from 10:30 – 1:00 pm.
Central Illinois District 75th Annual LWML Convention will be
held on April 30th – May 2nd at Bethel Lutheran Church, 325 E. Queenwood
Rd., Morton, IL 61550. This will be a celebration of our District’s 75th
Anniversary. Our theme is “Proclaiming Jesus…75 years of Serving the Lord
with Gladness”. Our theme verse is Psalm 71:17 O God, from my youth you
have taught me, and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. For our anniversary
celebration, there will be some extra activities planned. Starting on Thursday
evening there will be an opening worship starting at 7:00pm. All are invited to
attend. Friday will begin with registration starting at 8:00 am followed with
Bible Study beginning at 9:00 am followed by lunch then servant events from
1:00pm to 4:00pm. There will be an 75th Anniversary Banquet on Friday
evening starting at 6:00pm. That will be at Countryside Banquet Facility,
Washington, IL. Guest Speaker for Friday and Saturday will be Jan Struck. The
Convention will conclude on Saturday May 2nd at Bethel Lutheran Church.
More detailed information regarding breakout session, servant events and
registration forms are on the Bulletin Board. Please consider coming for just a
day or the whole convention to Celebrate LWML CID 75 years of Serving the
Lord with Gladness. If there are any questions you can contact Annie
Guerrettaz, Jo Ellyn Tappendorf or Elaine Stuckemeyer.
The Ladies of St. John’s, Effingham Lydia Guild is hosting the Joint
Spring JOY Shop for all ladies, pastors, and guests of the Altamont &
Effingham/Shelby Zones. The JOY Shop will be held Thursday, April 23rd at St.
John’s Effingham. There will be a free will donation. The meal begins at
6:00pm. The program will begin at approximately 6:45 in the church sanctuary.
Theme: “A Time for Everything” based on Ecclesiastes 3:1-8. Presentation:
Haiti mission trip presentation. Ingathering: Non-perishable food items for the
St. John’s Effingham Food Pantry. Please add your name to the sign-up sheet on
the bulletin if you plan to attend.
Those participatingPastor-Rev. David Speers
Organist-Faith Kemme
Telephone-618-483-6993 www.stpaulbluepoint.org
Cell-618-367-2697
[Scripture taken from the New King James Version. Copyright 1979, 1980,
1982 byThomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.]
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